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Introduction

* Topical — a collection by subject

TANZANIA
POSTS AND TELECOMMLU
/ CORPORATION

TA'NZANKH TANZ TANZANTAY TANZANIA

* Thematic — using a topic to tell a
story; does NOT focus on the stamps
themselves, e.g.

* History of dinosaur collecting
* Geography of dinosaur discoveries

* Dinosaur lifestyles Fossil Animals

OFFICIAL FIRST DAY COVER

* Thematic collecting allows you to
collect whatever you want

Tanzania 1994

* Only problems are that you are up
against country collectors

Niafo’ou 1993

* And there are thousands of
“wallpaper stamps” out there to
tempt the collector

Solomon
Islands




In The Beginning

Started collecting all stamps as a
child — the Odeon Stamp Shop

My collection included Poland 1965
Collection lapsed in teens

Passed the Strand Hotel in 1992 and
saw the sign, entered and found the
thematic stall

Got serious, attended Thematica

Wrote to many dealers — luckily! Pre
the internet

Joined Ebay in 2001
Joined Delcampe in 2002
Exhibited for the first time in 2018

Where it all bega

THE STRAND
STAMP FAIR 2013

At the
ROYAL NATIONAL HOTEL .
1H 00«

Bedford

TREVOR DAVIS PARTNERSHIP
(Kate Puleston)

Tot: 020 8946 4460 weww stamgshows nat
PO, Box 127, Londos SW20 0RP Emait: strand@trevordavis.com

Antigua 1992




My collection

Niafo’ou original artwork

More than 10,000 different
dinosaur stamps

Numerous other postal items

My favourites are:

* Original artwork

* First day covers

* With a bias towards issues from
the 60s & 70s (and sauropods)

Collection completed in terms of
mint stamps

Now looking for rare items and |
focus on eBay and thematic
auctions

UK 1991

Brasil
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The impact of Ebay

Currently ~18000 dino stamp lots for sale
Range from singles and sets to rare items

Number of bidders has increased s
dramatically over time

My competition are Chinese bidders with
too much money s

Rare items used to go for $100, now $1000 =

Ebay provides a yardstick — now we know S

the value of everything — viz my friend Tim e
and his Victorian bottle =

Delcampe

al delcampe

Ebay website
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,
‘¢* REPUBLIC of MALDIVES

Inspiration? Famous artists

Zallinger’s famous mural at Xale

2 &

* Famous dinosaur artists: Zallinger,
Knight, Burian, etc

* Used repeatedly without
permission

First Day Cover signed by Zallinger on Day of Issue



The Range of Postal Items




* Perforated and Imperforated
 Gummed or Self adhesive
* Geometric and other shapes

Thailand 1991
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All Sorts of Sheets

Mini-sheets

Sheets of stamps

Tete béche pairs

Be aware of marginal
markings & text

LY
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Kistvan2001 www.delcampe.net

Cambodia




Booklets and Coils
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Postally Used Letters

e Countries issue many FDCs but posted letters

are usually rarer o - et s e
T s

* Those posted on the day of issue are more
valuable than FDCs

* | get dealers to send sets of stamps on cover
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===y ¥ PAR AVION
: BY AIR MAIL

Foammo [oma=S
2w Esrmen }
Bemmaocoons HIAE,
v - 12 DT
45, E
< o4 Pe

il i

; “\”,x‘.l ‘:.‘.W: o

A .
et 5, PeLseh
1501-001 (15BoA

PAR AV T&if\
e n R

Japan 1977



First Day Covers — many more to come...

E May be many Covers for the '/..l% Sl e DS B%.BATYIM.W;Q AT R ©
same issue : i " M B &

* Include Postmarks — nice as
give issue date

BATUM-3 BATYM)

* Cachets make the cover Sl | @

PRIMEIRO DIA DE CIRCULAGAO 3¢ LIA[

San Marino 1965

REPUBBLICA
DI S. MARINO

OEUFS DE DINOSAURES
FOSSILES DE NANYANG, CHINE

ANIMALTX
PREISTORICI

Central African Republic 1996




The Planet Earth — Niuafo’ou 1989

WORLD STAMP EXPO 89 WASHINGTON DC.
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Oh Canada! 1993

Day of issus Jour démesson
Carada Post Coporation  Société canadienne des postes
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Covers with cachets

e Wide variety

i
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* Companies with dino logos
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Original envelope had the
stamp and first day cancel

Cachet added on later

This cover was issued for the
1964 New York World Fair

And was issued the day | was
born!

And the Tanzania issue of
unusual shaped dinosaur
stamps was also issued on
my birthday — April 22",
Earth Day

My Birthday!
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Postal Cards and Maximum cards

e Postal Card shows the Singapore
stamp on a postcard

* Maximum cards - Picture
postcard tying together
an illustration, a stamp
and a cancellation in a
common theme




Postmarks - locations

* Dinosaur, Colorado

For Balf & centery Pikes Peak has been a poist of
¢ and sightseer. The trip
€y espes

cially to s
an experience =
chances that i

* Dinosaur City, Arizona
* Sinclair
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* Not a postmark
but a hand stamp
advertising
Vernal, Utah
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Postmarks - dinosaurs
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Errors from Poland

Misprints
Misperfs

SNYNYSOLNOYE
SNYNYSOIHOVYE

Colours missing
Foldovers
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More errors
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Original artwork

Typically, rare and VERY expensive

Original drawings and sketches

Trials and Essays — proposed designs

Unused artwork

Proofs — practice runs by the printer,
black and white or colour prints
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Painted covers

Often by lesser know artists

May be quite charming

Thousands available from the US

Watch out for “add on cachets”,
often from years later




Cinderellas

First Day Cover




Other Items (1)

* Images

DDDDDD
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tological fossils in
aoning Province,China

Jigsaws |
| = — ek
Calendars _ BN e w\ 4

Fossils and
more

Sonderpostwertzeichenblock "Fiir uns Kinder"
als Folder mit 3D-Hologramm, 3D-Druck eines Fabelwesens und Ersttagsstempel
Limitierte Edition 2000 / 1994




Other Items (2)
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A History of Dinos on Stamps
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China’s Greatest Achievement!

* First dinosaur stamp issued in 1958
* Part of set of 3 stamps

* First ancient mammal was earlier —
mastodon from 1951

Original painting by Margaret
Flinsch (1933)

W A

Chinese letter posted in 1958



Sinclair Stuff — from the 1930s

Major oil company in the US

Used Dinny the Dinosaur to
advertise their gas

stick in albums

Millions given away

e Also used dinosaur postmarks

that predate China 1958

Produced their own stamps to

Smmps # No. 1

"oy Sinclair
g~ Dinosaur [

1935 album

SINCI-AIR—

'DINOSAUR

STAMP ALBUM

with Cg_rmﬁponry Reptiles
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3

4 AMOUNT paip 3

3 N.PILNI 6042
s oA

1938 album

SINCLAIR

DINOSAUR
STAMP ALBUM N°2

WITH OTHER ANCIENT REPTILES



Sinclair - Piece de la Resistance... and another challenger
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* Painting by John Heber Stansfield from 1932
* Depicts “Utah, the Center of Scenic America”
» Sheet of 20 Cinderella stamps with one dinosaur

Utah, the Center of Scenic America




The Oldest Postal Dinosaur

Envelope given to me by a dealer
Possibly unique

Cover is prepaid postal stationery
and is postally used

Dates to 1922
Provides an advert for fertilizer

BN A
D 5inn 3] VR
81}3 i ﬂ‘;
1287 /&
CALIYH

Department:'of Agriemlture,
State of California,
Sacramento, Calif.




Torrance Fertilizer

Fossil beds discovered by two schoolboys
close to the Palos Verdes Hills in 1921

Developed as a fertilizer quarry mining
fossiliferous Pleistocene marl and
limestone

Managed by Samuel Maus Purple, who
brought in many famous palaeontologists

Used dynamite to expose treasures

Finds included whale, dolphin, sharks,
mammoth and sabre-toothed tiger

Series of wonderful adverts in the local
papers through 1928

MONSTER SHARK
TOOTH ISFOUND.

Largest Specimen Unearthed
in History of Science.

Fisk Fhat Lost It Estimated at
Sixty Feet Long.

P

Modern Man-Eater Would

Look Like Minnorw.

A shark's tooth more than twice
as large as any horetofore known
16 aclentists was uncaithed last
week from the lime pits of the Tor-
rance Lime and Fertillzer Company,
neir Torrance, whern oxcavations

,which have held the attention of

Erologints for soveml weols are stlil
in progress.

The gnasher Is Nve and three-
fourths inches long, three Inches
thick at Ita henvicst end and Is fully
four Inches wide at its base. Dr.
1. E., Wyman of the Muscum of
History, Stience and Art, after &
cureful examinatlon of the tooth,
veelared that he felt that he was
speaking  conservatively when he
snid that it 18 far and away the
largest shark's tooth rccdorded and
might even go ns hlgh as two and
a half tlmes as large ad any with
which he Is acquninted.

S. Maus Purple

Mammoth tusk




Dinosaur Stamp Evolution
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*%* REPUBLIC of MALDIVES

Maldives 1972



The Early Days — 60s and 70s

* Some attractive commemorative I i
issues i.e. stamps with drawings '
on them, not just heads

* Well designed, simple yet
effective

* True art on a tiny piece of paper

REPUBLIOUE POPULAIRE DU CONGO
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My first set of dinosaur stamps

e Poland 1965

* Designed by Andre POLSKA "9
Heindrich, who also did
many bank notes
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* We will see more of these
on the errors page
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Commissioned artwork signed by the artist

LESOTHO
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“Dunes” from the mid 60s

Britain managed the
Trucial States' external
relations until 1963

Finbar Kenny saw an
opportunity and
concluded a deal with
several Arabian states
to produce, market
and sell stamps for
them, designed purely
for collectors

O 00805

Fujeira special sheets

Triangular stamps from Aden

Thousands of issues,
luridly illustrated

Eventually saturated
the market and now
often considered as
bogus issues

=====
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Possibly the worst “"dunes”

Issue by Yemen 1970
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New Romantics and Disco Fever: the 70s and 80s
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* South African artist,
Sheila Nowers

* Covers several Karoo
fossils

— MUSEUM -
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Russian overprints — late 80s
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Break up of Soviet Union (CSSR),
beginning in the late 1980s

Opportunity for individual states to
make money simply by overprinting
existing stamps

Literally THOUSANDS of counterfeit
stamps issued — not even cinderellas

Clive Feigenbaum behind the scam
(also famous for the “Dunes”)

Too many to collect, and now
impossible to fill in the gaps




Russia’s former States making $S$ (1995 to 2000)

Tesublic A Repnic

TUVA TOVA L E

. 250
TU\/A R\‘-wliic'

)

e 1025 dino stamps issued, almost all
in sheets that make pretty pictures

* Pretty much all are counterfeit




Techno 90s

* Scientifically

dCCU rate v ) & ) & British Antarctic
‘ C % BN EEN B Territory

* Waiting
cautiously for
the millennium
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Africa in the 90s

PREHISTORIC ANIMALS

- o !
7 e ; : IREEIISIORIC ANIMAS
FROM THE TRIASSIC, JURASSIC, AND CRETACEOUS PERIODS Ya d 5 i

EPUBLIQUE = 2
The Worl oo Jneyies
r

ABONAISE

PREHISTORIC ANIMALS

FROM THE TRIASSIC, JURASSIC, AND CRETACEOUS PERIODS

 Africa issued over 1000 stamps,
mostly in picture sheets

* Many from countries with no
dinosaur discoveries

Tanzania &5 120/_ "
N , 7 ".f\—%;
",\ o )



The simple 2000s

* Scientifically conscious

e Strong designs

AUSTRALIA

75¢
* Led by countries like Australia

DINOSAUR

s

Vildlife :
of 5
Ancient >

Australia

AUSTRALIA'S AGE OF

\
JINOSAL
- - ‘L -

<« A
Australia M‘."’:.'h_b,’.
Dinosaurs Qantassaurus p) /o_‘,n\z!‘Q
A n
8 N
1§ N
J.J

@Wuky First Day Cover

Artwork by James Gurney




Stamperija — 2002 onwards

Agency from Lithuania

* Produces postage stamps of various
countries

* Represents their post offices
* Distributes their stamps upon contract
Typically issues 40 sets of dinosaur

stamps every year (1007 dino sheets on
their website)

Costs for special sheets up to 100 euros

Designs often dubious, with
misspellings and errors and many
collectors say no

They are legal stamp issues

FAUNA OF
THE PERMIAN PERIOD

"t Les dinosaures

LES iﬂl&ms
ETLES DINOSAURES

Les dinosauwres aqaatu,«m
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A shout out to the UK

* |ssues in 1991 — anniversary
of the term “Dinosaur”

e 2013 to celebrate 200 years
of palaeontology in the UK

* 2024

0,
dinosaurs

g ROYAL MALL FIRST DAY COVE]

ks P

Postmarks for this set include:
e The Lizard, in Cornwall

* The House of Lords

* The House of Commons

* Take a Bite out of Crime

o
3
3
3
£
g
3

UK Darwin issue with dramatic shift



Embarrassments

Grenada



African nonsense

* Easy money

e Multiple themes —
“Dinosaurs and
mushrooms” syndrome )

,Ws

e Put a scout logo on &
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Disney ®

BISNEY ET DINOSAURES
; " (G0 e

* Probably around 150 * Really quite painful to pay for
Disney dinos  Not even my daughter likes them



Pricey coinage

AUSTRALIA'S AGE OF

| 'Dl

AOSTRADIAS Ay

R DINOSAURS

;

AUSTRALIA'S AGE OF

DINOSAURS

MINISHEET COLLECTION

T DINOSALRS

AUSTRALIA 2013:
* FDCs

* Coin covers x3
* Roaring folder
* Booklets

* Prestige folder

* Presentation
pack

* Framed artwork

e S360... ouch

AUSTRALIA'S AGT OP

AUSTRALIA

, ." DiNoSAliRs
S

s
AUSTRALIAS AGH CR

DINOSAURS

z-.;‘#:~




Gold sheets

Mainly Guyana
and Mongolia

Hundreds of gold
and silver sheets

Postally valid?

Hugely expensive

COXIRIYS.



Artwork to die for - literally

animales prehistér

OVERPRINTED -~
DINOSAURS /&7

VIH01YADI VZNINY
Tmm————

=

BARBUDA
OFFICIAL FIRST DAY COVER

CONQUEST OF MARS
":t' 4 ’ b

animales prehistéricos

Equatorial Guinea 1978

Yemen 1970




Canada’s shame

MoYTA CCCP

Mr. Glenn A.

Barrett

MOYTA CCCP

1306 Maplerow N.W.

Grend Rapids, Michigan 49504

U.S.A.

Recommande

Lettre

Russian dinosaur stamps

NOYTA cCccP




Canada’s shame

e Stamp issue on July 3rd 2015
included stamp showing hoodoos
in Dinosaur Provincial Park

e Stamp actually showed hoodoos
from Willow Creek, near
Drumbheller

* Error quickly realized and all
stamps recalled on July 6th and
destroyed

e Stamps reissued August 21st with
new image

; :’ 7
z -~
4
DINOSAURPROVINCIAL

LE PARGPROVINCIAL DINOSAI

Correct image

i




And a little irony...

2015
correct
post
card

2015
error
post
card

ﬁ * Error card currently listed
at $795, originally sold for
$1.20




Some favourites

First Day Cover

Kyrgyzstan recent issue



A gift from Morocco

Dinosaur of Tilougguite - Cetiosaurus
mogrebiensis

Three skeletons found in the El Mers
Formation, Bathonian in 1950s

| contacted the artist to ask if she
had the original artwork or could
reproduce it

She said no but sent me a letter...

Cetiosaurus mogrebiensis (Dinoraul)

Calgan
ALBERTA TRG OWJ

CANADA

2219 L2:90 L2800




Rarities

* Many FDCs issued in limited numbers

» Very few bought by collectors so now
vanishingly rare

* Presentation packs may also be rare

Japan 1977 special folder

'OSTAGE STAMP

1 postage stamp depicting Futaba-
ssued to commemorate the

S Museum at Ueno,
josaur

Date of Issue : November 2, 1977.

Denomination : 50-yen.

Design : A model of Futabasuzukiryu's
skeleton and a constellation
with National Science Museum

Designer : Mr. Minoru Hisano.

METAL ENGRAVING
Original pictures are taken from the master-
pieces of the famous Mr. Minoru Hisano.

As foundation work, metal engraving of the

drawings is done by Hosei Hotta,

Then, thick-plating, colouring with various

kinds of precious metals, and finishing hand-

work are performed.

— K 5 Db STOME & PRINCIBE
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Minkus Stamp & Publishing Co
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A nice story to tell

San Marino
1965
3 v i
4* REPUBLIC of MALDIVES
9 : *
Belgium ¥* REPUBLIC of MALDIVES § ‘** REPUBLIC of MALDIVES
1965 aaaa I—

Administration Communale de BERNISSART
7320

Le Scerétain€; communal,

REPUBLIQUE DU NIGER

ARCHEOLOGIE
dinosaure

BELGIE-BELGIQUE




Big in Japan

* Found an amazing
folder of dinosaur
booklets in Japan

(M1 8) FREATITORTIRTR
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* Have seen the
booklets for sale
but never the
folder
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Humorous covers

Use this QR code to see Frankie the Din:
address the United Nations
General Assembly
JtDonl(hooseExtiqdion
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% FIRST DAY COVER

Germany — the dangers of smoking

United Nations — climate change

“The picture’s pretty bleak,

HEST DRV OF ISSUE gentlemen... the world’s

: climates are changing, the

mammals are taking over
s - : and we all have a brain

o plcfu'resprdfynbleal: genn?nn:sn avem:o 23:1 . ”

“ant e ol have & Diin about e ste of o waim = about the size of a walnut




Summary

Baltimore, Maryland
2019

USA 2019



The joy of collecting

Collecting can be wonderful

The nice thing about thematics is
that you can choose what to
specialize in — my recommendation is
do NOT be a completist

eBay, Delcampe and Hipstamp are a
fantastic source of material and a
great price check

Almost every country has issued dino
stamps

The best thing is when something
you have spent years searching for
(and wondered if it even exists) turns
up online

Happy hunting!

Excellent resource:
https://www.paleophilatelie.eu/

1 REPUBLIQUE DU NIGER

REPUBLIQUE DU NIGER

ESPANA

SELLOEN3D

§




R 32 H

Bt

1%

bl OO0 | |t §

.
100000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000002000COCO0RO0OGGTT

S

[T

Al
BRSO Fle®

[Tl

8

1877-1877

EHFEnmIOOFRE S & B (2 o EBUMZFMMRIOOFERE B /& 8 @&

TG T

ERFMMMIOOFES S A B8 (8

e0esc00o0000RRROOOOOLOIGS

90 0000000000000 00F0CF000RROCOQONQDS

190000000000 000000000000000000000000000000

d

Mo

|

9000000000000 000CCOCOOCORODRPOROOOCOCODBDROOGOEOEPOTDOEO

20000000
LA R R R R R R XN N )

e [ * I el
B/ B8 o Eirilis OFfieE B B B o ExfiFtigmRIO0FisE S /& 8 |

0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000080

limHerrme]
ErfEEMEIO0FRE S &+ BE 8

'
EusgmRIO0FRs = & 58 10 g

Se0000000QCOORQCORNONOOOOOOODS

E R mRIOOFERE S &+ 8B ®
©0cc0000000000000000000
AREBEENRI RS

/1990000000000 00000O0C0COCOOODS
®oeov000




Canadian Fossils
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La vie préhistorique au Canada - 2
L'age des vertébres primitifs

Prehistoric Life in'Canada - 2
The Age of Primitive Vertebrates

Prehistoric Life in-Canada -1 La vie préhistorique du Canada - 1
The Age of Primitive Life L'age des premieres formes de vie
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